
If you ever thought about becoming a volunteer at Saint Rose, your best source of information—and
encouragement—may be Bob Houck. As an original member of the parish his involvement is unparalleled.
In fact, his participation is such that his wife of 65 years, Martha, once suggested he might want to bring a
quilt to church so he could nap between assignments.

On days when there is a funeral it’s not unusual for Bob to open the church at 7 a.m., prepare for the 8:00
Mass and be an altar server, set up the church for a 10:30 funeral at which he may participate as an altar
server or sing in the schola choir. The Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration program has been very special to
Bob. He was in charge of it for almost a quarter century. That meant recruiting adorers, making schedules,
opening and closing the Chapel in times of bad weather (and individually calling dozens of adorers to
announce the closing), cleaning the Chapel, reposing the Blessed Sacrament and substituting when someone
could not make their scheduled time. 

 Prayer is a very important part of Bob and Martha’s lives. “We save money for retirement,” says Bob.
“Shouldn’t we much more importantly invest in our eternal retirement by spending a short time with our
Lord and his Blessed Mother each day. Fifteen to twenty minutes is a small investment towards our eternal
destiny.” Currently, between both of them, Bob and Martha spend four scheduled hours a week before the
Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel. Their commitment attests to their belief in the power of prayer
and their love for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Bob and Martha Houck

Some other things to know about Bob and Martha:
• Martha, who grew up in Albany, Minnesota, in a very
devout Catholic family, studied nursing in St. Cloud.
Later she moved to the Twin Cities where she was director
of nursing for about 25 years at the Rose of Sharon
nursing home. She and Bob raised four sons and two
daughters, all of whom attended Saint Rose School.
• Bob, whose career included working in advertising and
owning a hardware store, jokes that he never “got
anywhere” in the world, referring to building a house next
to his parents’ home. He never moved away except for the 

two years he was in the Army in Korea as—not surprisingly—a chaplain’s assistant.
• Another talent of Bob’s emerged at a February funeral. Blizzard conditions severely limited the number of
available singers. That gave Bob a chance to participate in a quartet with Janet Hjelmgren, Pat
O’Shaughnessy and Rick Kauphusman. “Man, that was great,” he recalls. “In three decades of being part of
the funeral schola, I never had a chance to sing in such a small group. What a treat to join those three
outstanding singers.” 
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